PENNINE MOUNTAIN BIKE ACTION
Meeting Notes
Walton Arms 7pm

3 October 2011
 

1. Present: Ronnie, Pete, Craig, Paul, Tony, Mark, Bill, Tim, Andy, Jon
2. Matters Arising (those not covered elsewhere)
a. Andy noted that PMBA is one year old this month. Andy will do a brief annual report for the next meeting. After meeting note: Andy did suggest at the meeting that the next one would be the AGM but on reviewing the constitution finds that ‘the AGM will be held in April of each year’. So we should stick with that for the formal stuff but nonetheless the next meeting would be a good opportunity to review where we are, how we have done and who needs to do what in the future.
b. Association of British Trail Builders – Tim updated on discussions. Nothing concrete so we’ll just keep an eye on it.
3. Finance and Membership Report – report on current account and membership (Ronnie)
a. The account is at just over £700 which is pretty well where we want to be.
b. Jon and Ronnie are progressing membership packs and these should be going out before the next meeting. Adrian helping with the membership card.
4. Access– 
a. Lancashire Access Forum – Last we heard from the forum was that they were reviewing membership and would be in touch. Tony to chase up. After meeting note: Tony has contacted the forum organisers.
b. CTC Access 101 event: The idea is that this is an informal event with a speaker from CTC to give members a grounding in access issues and the approaches we might use to address them. Tim is progressing and it will be a joint event with SingletrAction. It was agreed we will also go halves on any expenses. Also agreed that it would be good to invite rights of way officers (After meeting note: Tony has done this and they are happy to attend). Time and venue tbc.
c. Rossendale Cycle Forum: This is being convened by Alastair Simpson and it was agreed to would be good to have a strong PMBA representation. After meeting note: Contact made with Alastair and he has sent details to Jon who will add to website. The meeting is 6pm 19 Oct at Station Café, Rawtenstall. Note that the terms of reference particularly refer to the development of the area for Mountain Biking and so it is important that we have good representation there.
5. Projects – 
a. Jon’s routes and WPM routes – As well as Jon’s routes Bill tabled a set of routes based around Tockholes and Rivington. The meeting considered the steps required to make this happen. 1) Tony to ride and check routes, 2) Carry out Land search, 3) Discussion with Landowners, 4) Waymark, 5) Produce maps. It was agreed that we should focus on getting the first couple of routes up and running in both areas and then add to them. A number of funding options were discussed. In the medium term this could form part of an RDPE bid that LCC/LCDL are going to work on. In the short run Bacup Forum Grants (£500) or Green Partnership Awards could support it as could elements of Rossendale PRG funding. Other issues including licensing for mapping were also discussed. Aim is to have first routes ready for the start of next season.
b. Pennine Bridleway Stone Pitching: Jon to chase this up.
c. Gisburn: Andy and Lesley are looking at funding options and are just after some numbers from Martin. Jon and Andy to chase up.
d. Coaching: Paul has been assessing interest levels. Which are high and he is now looking at the funding needs/options.
e. Training Needs: Dig Day risk assessments. Tony is progressing.
6. Site issues, dig days etc
a. West Pennine Moors: Actions arising from last meeting have been followed up. Tony has visited Healy Nab and agreed actions. He has looked into Wilderswood and noted this needs a discussion with Bolton (he will get a contact). It was also noted that the WPM bridleway strategy is ‘dead and waiting to be resurrected’.
b. Facilities at Lee: This was the subject of a lengthy discussion with the key conclusions being – Plans for ‘iconic base area development’ are all very nice but need to add up financially and should not lead to expensive or unsustainable facilities for riders. From a riders point of view a simple and cheap building housing café, bike shop, toilets and wash facilities is all that is needed. In any case there is an immediate need for some sort of toilet facility. It was also reported that more needs to be done to stop riders speeding past houses at the bottom and so sign then to the cut off route. Tony has signs on order but it was agreed we should just look to get some made quickly is this will address the issue. Tony and Paul to liase. Need for notice board also noted
c. Rossendale Weekender Event: Tony and Andy will meet with Steve Jackson at RBC to progress this and other issues identified above (toilets, notice board, facilities). 
d. Gisburn – Jon reported that there had been some discussion of a dedicated Gisburn group being formed. Suggested that rather than forming another ‘formal’ group that it be kept ad hoc and that PMBA could provide back up.

7. AOB and date of next meeting
a. Next meeting Monday 7 November
