PENNINE MOUNTAIN BIKE ACTION
Meeting Notes
Walton Arms 7pm

13 Feb 2012
 

1. Present: Andy, Bill, Tony, Jon, Craig, Pete, Adrian. Joined by Bill Bradley (PBW)
2. Finance and Membership: Finance update sent round by Ronnie in advance. Very much hoped that members will renew when due! Bill tabled BAD’s renewal. Andy confirmed CTC membership has been renewed.
3. Access– 
a. Access Forums  - Mark has had no reply re his application to Lancs Forum. Tony will nudge.
b. RTR  - Bill gave an update on recent issues. Pete’s application has been accepted too.
c. Access 101 event  - date of 15 March was confirmed and Andy will mail round further detail on this. Tony stressed the importance of having a rights of way officer present and will try and get Dave Goldie along. For more detail see below.
d. Rossendale Cycle Forum + Rossendale Cycleway – Update from the last forum meeting (Andy now chair), Tony reported funding is being assembled for tunnel investigation.
4. Projects – 
a. Pump tracks – Adrian is liaising with the Edgeley park group and they are keen for our help.
b. Jon’s routes and WPM routes – Tony is very much on the case with the former and predicts will be ready by summer. The latter have more issues and may take longer.
c. Pennine Bridleway 
i. Volunteer for ongoing work – Bill is looking for dedicated volunteers who can help him with Bridleway improvements. Jon will put a general appeal on the website but also noted that it is easier to get people involved where there is a specific project to go at.
d. Identifying projects for LEF support (Tony) – Lancashire Environment Funding is appropriate to trail development and it would help to identify any projects that might benefit from this. 
e. Coaching and Training Needs
5. Site issues, dig days etc
a. Facilities at Lee  
i. Trail head centre – verbal report given. Basically saying Rossendale Borough Council are open to offers/proposals from anyone who wants to develop a centre.
ii. Food and drink – issue of the burger van below Lee was raised and impact on Poppies discussed. Felt the ideal for the new trail centre would be a food hatch rather than a full blown café which would compete with local businesses. After meeting note – it appears the van does not have a licence and so it is likely there will be an enforcement action.
iii. Artwork – Tony is working on a funding for a shelter up in Cragg Quarry that will double as an artwork. Optimistic about getting the finance.
iv. Future developments (rep on steering group) – there is a proposal to reform the Adrenaline Gateway steering group to consult and advise on MBR development in Rossendale and related socio economic initiatives. A PMBA is invited and Jon was nominated.
b. Shimano Singletrack weekender
i. Marshalls needed for this event. We’ll promote via the website and through other media.
c. Three Towers Project – some discussion but agreed we should support and then try and influence if successful.
d. Gisburn – Funding has been conditionally awarded for the next set of developments so good news there.
6. Communication
a. Again a reminder to please get any info or news that may be of wider interest to Jon so he can keep the website populated. Getting a good amount of traffic at the moment and so we should make the most of it.
7. AOB and date of next meeting
a. It was agreed that the next meeting will be held alongside the Access 101 session on 15 March. Ye Olde Boot and Shoe, Rossendale. Time 6.30.  And also please note that the April meeting (16th) will be the AGM and an opportunity to vote on key roles etc.
ACCESS 101

An informal event with riders, clubs and access experts for anyone interested in protecting and enhancing access for Mountain Bikers.

We all know access is important but to most of us it is something for other people to worry about. But as individuals and groups we can do an awful lot to preserve access where we already have it, and to support initiatives where we want to improve access. To inform and support riders interested in access issues PMBA and SingletrAction have invited Colin Palmer (CTC), Dave Anderson (Singletrack Mag) and David Goldie (Lancashire County Council Rights of Way officer) to give us their varied perspectives on the following:

1. The fundamentals of access law - Your rights and responsibilities as a rider 

2. Protecting and preserving access - mountain biking, landowners and other trail users 

3. Getting better access - how we campaign and negotiate for better access. The role that individual riders and local clubs can play in this.

4. Q&A session with the panel of experts - Colin Palmer, Dave Anderson, David Goldie

Access 101 is on Thursday 15 March, 6.30, at:

Ye Olde Boot and Shoe

Millar Barn Lane
Waterfoot
Rossendale
Lancashire
BB4 7AU

Further details will follow but to register for this FREE event just email    andy.macnae@pmba.co.uk
