PENNINE MOUNTAIN BIKE ACTION

Minutes
Walton Arms Altham 7pm

6th June 2013
Present: Bill Ould, Andy MacNae, Jon Swift, Adrian Watts, Paul McKeown, Kev Duckworth, Peter Robinson
Apologies:, Ronnie Barker, Tony Lund, Rebecca Lindley,  
1. Ordinary Meeting
a. Matters Arising (those not covered elsewhere)
i. Financial Report – Current balance is £ 862.01 PMBA £ 228.6 held on behalf of the Gisburn trail builders and £ 2671.69 held on behalf of LCC. Expenditure since the last meeting included CTC & BC affiliation fees, stationary and car stickers and £ 450 for the Burnley pumptrack from the LCC fund.
ii. Small Tools and Site Assessment Training – No update, Andy McNae to speak to Tony Lund. It was agreed we need a date setting well in advance (at least 2 months) to allow participants to be found. Kev Duckworth noted he had a number of people he’d like to put through the course who are currently helping him with some additional works at Gisburn.
iii. Membership – membership has continued to grow with membership standing at 88 live individual members and 8 live corporate members. Renewals have continued at a slower pace. Continued representation of lapsed corporate members was discussed and it was decided that we would write to any lapsed corporate member inviting them to renew their membership. If however they decline we would not remove their logos etc from the website.

b. Access
i. Access Forums – Paul Mckeown has not got onto the Lancashire access forum and will be attending the next meeting on the 25th of June. It was also suggested that we invite website users to forward any access concerns through to him directly via a dedicated email address.
c. Projects 
i. Rolling Boar Routes – No update, Andy MacNae to speak to Tony Lund.

ii. Rolling Boar artwork – Tony Lund to contact Caroline Ogden regarding the artwotk. Some outline costs have been gathered although they are looking expensive at the moment. PMBA to manage the Rolling Boar signage outside of LCC. Paul to broach the possibility of Hope being able to cut, anodise and laser etch the waymarkers.
iii. Pump Tracks – Proposals have been received form Back on Track but costs are looking to be arounf £ 35k per track. Andy is also to speak to his contact at Vertebrae Graphics concerning maps for the routes. 
iv. Bury MBC – No significant progress although Paul is still pushing the volunteer trail maintenance model for Phillips Park.
v. Project for LEF bid – No update, Andy to talk to Tony. We need a press release drafting summarising the project, PMBA’s involvement and the final outcomes Tony / Andy.
vi. Dunnockshaw Community Woodland – Tony has now received the catchment maps although no further progress has been reported. Andy to get an update from Tony.
d. Site issues
i. Lee Quarry Update – Trail head, RBC have works on the go to survey the site of the new trailhead to allow the planning applications to be submitted in the near future. Siginificant concern was noted though that plot 1 may be sold to a firm to operate a skip hire business from. All present felt this was a very inappropriate use of the site, would blight the gateway to the trailhead (and Bacup) and potentially cause ongoing problems with Fly tipping etc. on other plots associated with the trail head. It had been hoped that plot 1 would make a good site for an additional pump track enhancing the trail head faciclities and making the whole development of trails more accessible to people local to Bacup who may not initially tackle the climb to quarries. It was agreed PMBA would put it’s objections in writing to the sale of the plot for such an inappropriate use.

ii. Gisburn – The new trails and car park are now officially open. Ongoing discussions with the landlord are preventing the car parking charges being introduced at this time. We also had 2 potential joint funding opportunities for tools for the volunteers at Gisburn. Unfortunately the opportunity to obtain funding for 75% of the cost of two new power carriers was vetoed by the FC management team who did not wish to enter into joint ownership of assets. The carriers were however still purchased with a 50% grant from the Forest of Bowland AONB. The second opportunity is potential still live to access funding to buy new hand tools. An updated is awaited from Nigel Pilling.

e. Communication, Information, Events
i. Summer Endure Event – this seems to be slowly gaining momentum, particularly on the back of Andy & Adrian’s meeting with Joel Lavery from British Cycling to investigate the ways PMBA and BC could work together to sell the OSuthern Pennines as a venue for top class events. Borderline events who have recently become PMBA sponsors may also be interested in supporting / running an event next year. They are currently organising an Enduro event for Gisburn in t September. Kev Duckworth to speak to Mike Marsden in more detail.
f. AOB and date of next meeting
i. Meeting schedule 

Thursday 11th July
Thursday 22nd August

